SAMPLE LETTER FROM DISTRIBUTORS TO SOFTWARE PROVIDERS

Date:

NAME

TITLE

COMPANY
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP

RE:  Product & Price Information Format – PPIF

Dear INFORMAL:


As a user of your distribution management program, I writing to request that you incorporate the standardized Product & Price Information Format (PPIF), version 2.0, in your next software update.

The PPIF is improving efficiency and reducing cost in the industrial distribution by:

· making it possible for manufacturers to supply, and distributors to receive, product and price updates in a single ASCII tab-delimited format;

· improving operating speed and accuracy by eliminating manual re-keying of data; and

· reducing transaction costs, administrative costs and time to transmit and upload updates.

The PPIF is already widely used by manufacturers and distributors in the power transmission industry, some of whom do business in fluid power as well.  

Incorporating the PPIF into your software will make it even easier for distributors to upload and implement updates in the standardized format, and enhance the value of your software.

The format is available for free download at www.nfpa.com.  Questions concerning industry use of the PPIF may be directed to Pete Alles at NFPA (414-778-3350; palles@nfpa.com).

Thank you for your commitment to working with your customers to take cost out of the distribution channel.

Best regards,

NAME

TITLE

COMPANY
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